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Laz language 


The Laz language 6360, lazuri nena; Georgian: 

Qmob^foo 360, lazuri ena, or $063(00 360, fanuri ena / 
chanuri ena ) is a Kartvelian language spoken by the Laz people 
on the southeastern shore of the Black Sea.^ It is estimated that 
there are around 20,000^ native speakers of Laz in Turkey, in a 
strip of land extending from Melyat to the Georgian border 
(officially called Lazistan until 1925), and about 2,000 in 
Georgia 


Contents 

Classification 

Geographical distribution 

Social and cultural status 
Laz dialects 

Writing system 

Linguistic features 

Phonology 

Grammar 
Vocabulary 
See also 
References 
Bibliography 
External links 


Classification 


Laz 

Lazuri, £0063(00 

Native to Turkey, Georgia 

Ethnicity Laz people 

Native speakers 33,000^- 

300.000I 2 ] (2007)1 3 ! 

Language Kartvelian 

family 

■ Karto-Zan 
- Zan 

■ Laz 

Writing system Latin script 

Georgian script 

Language codes 


ISO 639-3 

lzz 

Glottolog 

lazzl240 (http:// 

glottolog.org/res 


ource/languoid/i 

d/lazzl240)i 4 ] 
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Laz is one of the four South Caucasian languages. Along with Mingrelian, it forms the Zan branch of this 
Kartvelian language family. The two languages are very closely related, to the extent that some linguists 
refer to Mingrelian and Laz as dialects or regional variants of a single Zan language, a view held officially 
in the Soviet era and still so in Georgia today. In general, however, Mingrelian and Laz are considered as 
separate languages, due both to the long-standing separation of their communities of speakers (500 years) 
and to a lack of mutual intelligibility. The Laz are shifting to the Turkish of TrebizondJ 7 ^ 8 ' 

Geographical distribution 


The Georgian language, along with its relatives Mingrelian, Laz, and Svan, comprises the Kartvelian (South 
Caucasian) language family. The initial breakup of Proto-Kartvelian is estimated to have been around 2500- 
2000 B.C., with the divergence of Svan from Proto-Kartvelian (Nichols, 1998). Assyrian, Urartian, Greek, 
and Roman documents reveal that in early historical times (2nd-lst millennia B.C.), the numerous 























Kartvelian tribes were in the process of 
migrating into the Caucasus from the southwest. 
The northern coast and coastal mountains of 
Asia Minor were dominated by Kartvelian 
peoples at least as far west as Samsun. Their 
eastward migration may have been set in motion 
by the fall of Troy (dated by Eratosthenes to 
1183 B.C.). It thus appears that the Kartvelians 
represent an intmsion into the Georgian plain 
from northeastern Anatolia, displacing their 
predecessors, the unrelated Northwest 
Caucasian and Vainakh peoples, into the 
Caucasian highlands (Tuite, 1996; Nichols, 

The oldest known settlement of the Lazoi is the town of Lazos or "old Lazik" which Arrian puts 680 stadia 
(about 80 miles) south of the Sacred Port (Novorossiisk) and 1,020 stadia (100 miles) north of Pityus, 
i.e.somewhere in the neighbourhood of Tuapse. Kiessling sees in the Lazoi a section of the Kerketai, who in 
the first centuries of the Christian era had to migrate southwards under pressure from the Zygoi. The same 
author regards the Kerketai as a "Georgian" tribe. The fact is that at the time of Arrian (2nd century A.D.), 
the Lazoi were already living to the south of Um. The order of the peoples living along the coast to the east 
of Trebizond was as follows: Colchi (and Sanni); Machelones; Heniochi; Zydritae; Lazai, subjects of King 
Malassus, who owned the suzerainty of Rome; Apsilae; Abacsi; Sanigae near Sebastopolis 

The ancient kingdom of Colchis was located in the same region the Laz speakers are found in today, and its 
inhabitants probably spoke an ancestral version of the language. Colchis was the setting for the famous 
Greek legend of Jason and the Argonauts . 

Today most Laz speakers live in Northeast Turkey, in a strip of land along the shore of the Black Sea: in the 
Pazar (Atina / ocno6o), Arde§en (Arta§eni / o(h(J)o9Q6n), £amhhem§in (Vica / 3050 ), Lmdrklr (Vi 3 e / 
3063 ), ikizdere (Xuras / b^fhob) districts of Rize, and in the Arhavi (Arkabi / ofh(jo6n), Hopa (Xopa / 
bmogo) and B orqka (Borqxa / bmfhPibo) districts of Artvin. There are also communities in northwestern 
Anatolia (Akgakoca in Diizce, Sapanca in Sakarya, Karamiirsel and Golciik in Kocaeli, Bartm, and Yalova) 
where many immigrants settled since the Russo-Turkish War (1877-1878) and now also in Istanbul and 
Ankara. Only a few Laz live in Georgia, chiefly in Ajaria. Laz are also present in Germany where they have 
migrated from Turkey since the 1960s. 
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Laz-speaking population in Turkey 


2004). 


[9] 


Social and cultural status 


Laz has no official status in either Turkey or Georgia, and no 
written standard. It is presently used only for familiar and 
casual interaction; for literary, business, and other purposes, Laz 
speakers use their country's official language (Turkish or 
Georgian). 

Laz is unique among the South Caucasian languages in that 
most of its speakers live in Turkey rather than Georgia. While 
the differences between the various dialects are minor, their 
speakers feel that their level of mutual intelligibility is low. 
Given that there is no common standard form of Laz, speakers 
of its different dialects use Turkish to communicate with each 
other. 
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A Laz book "Mothertongue" 




























Between 1930 and 1938, Zan (Laz and Mingrelian) enjoyed 
cultural autonomy in Georgia and was used as a literary 
language, but an official standard form of the tongue was never 
established. Since then, all attempts to create a written tradition 
in Zan have failed, despite the fact that most intellectuals use it 
as a literary language. 

In Turkey, Laz has been a written language since 1984, when an 
alphabet based on the Turkish alphabet was created. Since then, 
this system has been used in most of the handful of publications 
that have appeared in Laz. Developed specifically for the South 
Caucasian languages, the Georgian alphabet is better suited to 
the sounds of Laz, but the fact that most of the tongue's 
speakers live in Turkey, where the Latin alphabet is used, has 
rendered the adoption of the former impossible. Nonetheless, 

1991 saw the publication of a textbook called Nana-nena 
('Mother tongue'), which was aimed at all Laz speakers and 
used both the Latin and Georgian alphabets. The first Laz- 
Turkish dictionary was published in 1999. 

The only languages in which the Laz receive an education are 
Turkish (in Turkey) and Georgian (in Georgia). Virtually all the 
Laz are bilingual in Turkish and Laz or in Georgian and Laz. 

Even in villages inhabited exclusively by Laz people, it is common to hear conversations in Turkish or 
Georgian. Turkish has had a notable influence on the vocabulary of Laz. 

Laz speakers themselves basically regard the language as a means of oral communication. The families that 
still speak Laz only do so among adults in informal situations, with Turkish or Georgian being used in all 
other contexts. This means that the younger generations fail to fully acquire the language and only gain a 
passive knowledge of it. 

In recent times, the Laz folk musician Birol Topaloglu has achieved a certain degree of international success 
with his albums Heyamo (1997, the first album ever sung entirely in the Laz language) and Aravani (2000). 
The Laz rock and roll musician Kazrm Koyuncu performed rock and roll arrangements of Laz traditional 
music from 1995 until his death in 2005. 

In 2004, Mehmet Bekaroglu, the deputy chairman of Felicity Party in Turkey, sent a notice to the Turkish 
Radio and Television Corporation (TRT) declaring that his native language is Laz and demanding broadcasts 
in Laz. The same year, a group of Laz intellectuals issued a petition and held a meeting with TRT officials 
for the implementation of Laz broadcasts. However, as of 2008, these requests have been ignored by 
authorities. 



A Laz newspaper in 1928 


Laz dialects 


Laz has five major dialects: 



























Name 

Name in Georgian 

Geographical region 

Xopuri 

bro 033(60 

Hopa and Ajaria 

Vi^ur-Arkabuli 

3o63(6-of6;jo63(ioo 

Arhavi and Findikli 

Qxaluri 

hboc^foo 

Duzkoy (Qxala) village in Borgka 

Atinuri 

0) 00063(00 

Pazar (former Atina) 

Arta§enuri 

0(6(308363(60 

Arde§en 


The last two are often treated as a single Atinan dialect. Speakers of different Laz dialects have trouble 
understanding each other, and often prefer to communicate in the local official language. 


English 

Atina 

Arta§eni 

Arkabi 

Xopa-Batumi 

1 love 

malimben / 

805008636 

maoropen / 

800(600336 

porom / 3 o( 6 o 8 

pqorop / 330(6003 

You love 

galimben / 

305008636 

gaoropen / 

300(600336 

orom / 0(608 

qorop / 300(00003 

S/he-lt loves 

alimben / 05008636 

aropen / 00(600336 

oroms / o(6o8b 

qorops / 30(60036 

We love 

malimberan / 
80500863(606 

maoropenan / 
800(60033606 

poromt / 3 oofboo 8 oo 

pqoropt / 3300(0000300 

You love 

galimberan / 
30500863(606 

gaoropenan / 
300(60033606 

oromt / 00(600800 

qoropt / 300(6000300 

They love 

alimberan / 
0500863(606 

aoropenan / 
00(60033606 

oroman / 0(60806 

qoropan / 300(6000306 


Writing system 


Laz is written in Mkhedruli script and in an extension of the Turkish alphabet. 






Alphabets 

Transcriptions 

Mkhedruli (Georgia) 

Latin (Turkey) 

Latin 

IPA 
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P ( or P') 

P 

P' 

3 

j 
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ft 
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s 
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t (or t') 
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t' 
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CP 
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3 (or 3 or ts)! 10 ! 

c 
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3 

dz 

6 
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c 

ts' 

3 

? (org') 

c' 


b 

X 

X 
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c 
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3 

d 3 

3 
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h 
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f 

f 
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Linguistic features 


Like many languages of the Caucasus, Laz has a rich consonantal system (in fact, the richest among the 
Kartvelian family) but only five vowels (a, e, i, o, u). The nouns are inflected with agglutinative suffixes to 
indicate grammatical function (four to seven cases, depending on the dialect) and number (singular or 
plural), but not by gender. 


Phonology 



Labial 

Alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Uvular 

Glottal 


plain 

pb 

td 


kg 



Stop 

aspirated 

P h 

t h 


k h 




ejective 

P' 

t' 


k' 

q' 


Affricate 

plain 


ts dz 

tJTdl 




ejective 


ts' 

tr 




Fricative 

fv 

s z 

f 3 

xy 


h 

Nasal 

m 

n 





Approximant 


1 

j 




Trill 


r 






The Laz verb is inflected with suffixes according to person and number, and also for grammatical tense, 
aspect, mood, and (in some dialects) evidentiality. Up to 50 verbal prefixes are used to indicate spatial 
orientation/direction. Person and number suffixes provided for the subject as well as for one or two objects 
involved in the action, e.g. gimpulam - "I hide it from you". 



Front 

Back 

Close 

i 

u 

Mid 

£ 

0 

Open 

a 


Grammar 


Some distinctive features of Laz among its family are: 

■ All nouns end with a vowel. 

■ More extensive verb inflection, using directional prefixes. 

■ Substantial lexical borrowings from Greek and Turkic languages. 







Vocabulary 

■ Ho ( 3 m) - yes 

■ Va (30), Var (30ft) - no 

■ Ma(8o)-l 

■ Si (bo) - you 

■ Skani (6(jo6o) - your 

■ Qkimi (fo(jo8o), §kimi (83080) - my 

■ Gegacginas / Xela do kaobate (533^530606/63030 com 300160003) - Hello 

■ Kai serepe (300 63(03033) - Good night 

■ Kai moxtit (300 8mbooooo) - Welcome 

■ Didi mardi (opoopo 8oftopo) - Thanks 

■ Mugore? (83^00(63?) - How are you? 

■ Kai vore (300 300(03), Vrosi vore (3(00060 300(03) - I'm fine 

■ Dido xelabas vore (opoopm 63030606 300(03) - I'm very happy 

■ Ma vulur (80 33003(0) - I'm going 

■ Ma gamavulur (80 508033033(6) - I'm going outside 

■ Gale (30033) - Outside 

■ Ma amavulur (80 08033033(6) - I'm going inside 

■ Doloxe (opmo3mb3) - Inside 

■ Ma gevulur (80 5333033ft) - I'm going down 

■ Tude (003003) - Down, under 

■ Ma egevulur (80 38333033ft) - I'm going up 

■ Jin (306) - Up 

■ Sonuri re? (60063(00 (03?) - Where are you from? 

■ Trapuzani ((5(600336060) - Trabzon 

■ Turkona (003(6^0060), Turkie (003(6^03) - Turkey 

■ Ruseti ((6363000) - Russia 

■ Giurcistani (303(650600060), Giurci-msva (303(650-8630) - Georgia, Place of Georgian 

■ Oxorca (001000(650) - woman 

■ Kogi (300P10) - man 

■ Bozo (600&00), kulani (3303060) - girl 

■ Bigi (6o$o) - boy 

■ Supara (6330(60) - book 

■ Megabre (83306(63) - friend 

■ Qoropa (900(600030) - love 

■ Mu dulia ikip? (83 0030300 o(jog3?) - What is your job? 

■ Lazuri gigkini? (03063(60 30^060?) - Do you know Laz? 





■ Mu gcoxons? (83 35mbm6b?), - What is your name? 

■ Ma si kqorop (Hopa dialect) (8^ bo Jymfomog) - I love you 


See also 


■ Colchis 

■ Kaskian language 
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External links 






■ (in Turkish) Lazkulturdernegi.org.tr (http://www.lazkulturdernegi.org.tr) 

■ (in Turkish) Laz Cultur - Information about Lazs, Laz Language, Culture, Music (https://web.ar 
chive.org/web/ 20180727172456 /http://lazebura. net/) 

■ (in Turkish) Laz Cultur - Information about Lazs, Laz Language, Culture, Music (http://www.laz 
uri.com) 

■ (in Turkish) Laz Cultur - Information about Lazs, Laz Language, Culture, Music and Laz 
Diaspora (http://kolkhoba.org) 

■ Lazuri Nena - The Language of the Laz (http://www.uni-koeln.de/phil-fak/ifl/asw/forschung/proj 
ekte/Lasisch/benningwd.pdf) by Silvia Kutscher. 

■ Laz-Turkish full dictionary in word format (http://www.karalahana.com/) 

■ Samples of Laz Language in English, Dutch and Turkish, Arzu Barske - Erdogan (http://alexan 
dray.eom/lazona/ 2018 / 01 / 30 / 6 /) on Yahoo! GeoCities 

■ Laz history and language, Lazlar, Yilmaz Erdogan (https://www.webcitation.org/query?url=htt 
p://www.geocities.com/yilmazerdoganx/sayfal.html&date= 2009 - 10 - 26 + 00 : 25 : 53 ) on Yahoo! 
GeoCities 

■ Laz Georgian-Latin and Latin-Georgian converter (http://www.transliteration.kpr.eu/lzz/) 
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